
 
Thrivent “Cans” Hunger Turns Seven 
 
Last year was our first year involved,” says Kim McCann of The Bay at Eastview, “we 
had fun while helping out the community.” 
 
As first year participants, the team at The Bay joined 16 organizations to build twelve 
sculptures for the 2018 Thrivent Cans Hunger event. In its 7th year, this creative 
community food drive has collected over 30 tons of food for the Antigo Community Food 
Pantry, and over 35 businesses and organizations in Langlade County have been 
involved over the years. 
 
KerberRose Certified Public Accountants has participated “since the beginning” says 
Bobbie Bastle, Shareholder.  “When it started, a member of our team was on the Pantry 
Board which sparked our interest.  Our team really enjoys the planning, building, and 
sense of community we get by participating.” 
 
Jean Greening and her team at Thrivent Financial launched Thrivent Cans Hunger in 
2013 and it’s now a community tradition. Similar events happen throughout the country. 
 
“There are so many small and large ways for organizations to get involved,” says Rose 
Prunty, Pantry Manager.   One way is the collaboration award. In this category, 
businesses and groups come together to share resources and create a build. A 
business could provide a location, a service group coordinates the collection and the 
build, and a youth club raises the funds to buy the “building materials,” otherwise known 
as food or hygiene products.  
 
Last year's collaboration award winners were Volm Bag Companies and Langlade 
County 4-H.  Local 4-H youth leaders were funded by Volm Bag to create a structure 
depicting Family Fun Night.  Not only did the team win the collaboration award, but the 
structure weighed in at 1180 pounds of canned goods, peanut butter, pasta and other 
items needed by the Pantry.   
 
KerberRose has built award-winning sculptures nearly every year.  “Our team plans and 
prepares for a week or so prior to the build. The main build takes approximately two 
nights and then there is some tweaking through-out the week.  The cost normally runs 
between $750 - $1,100” reports Bastle.  
 
For the KerberRose team, the event is more than a donation. “This project is a group 
effort within our firm. We encourage everyone to participate and collectively brainstorm 
ideas for our can structure,” says Bastle. “We benefit from employee team building and 
socialization, along with an intangible sense of community.” 
 
The Bay’s team echos these benefits, “We started planning our 2019 sculpture after 
getting judged last year,” McCann shares.  “We encourage others to participate as its 
really rewarding and fun.” They recommend starting with a small build your first year 



and they stress the importance of getting “everyone involved within your organization or 
business to donate the foods you need.”   
 
This year, sculpture build week is September 21-29. The public is invited to “view and 
vote” on sculptures the following week, September 30-Oct 6. Voting for the “People’s 
Choice” award will be online at antigofoodpantry.com. Other award categories are 
judged by volunteers and include Heavyweight, Most Creative, and Best Collaboration. 
 
All organizations and businesses are encouraged to join the fun, and help address the 
needs of local families struggling with food-insecurity. For more information contact 
Jean Greening at Thrivent Financial at 715-623-5279 or  jean.greening@thrivent.com or 
Rose Prunty at the Antigo Community Food Pantry at 715-623-
1103 antigofoodpantry@gmail.com. 
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