
Summer isn’t all play for some 
 
For many, summer is a much anticipated time for fun and freedom. For some, it’s also scary and 
the answer to, “are you looking forward to school being out?” is no.  

One example is a conversation shared with a volunteer at the Pantry.  A local 3rd grader was 
talking with excitement about summer plans to a friend during the last week of school, and the 
classmate said, “I’m not looking forward to summer.”  The surprised 3rd grader asked, “why 
not?!?”  The classmate replied, “because we don’t have enough food in the summer.”  

Routines change when school is out, and resources also shift. Families often feel the stress of 
these changes.  Rose Prunty, Manager of the Antigo Community Food Pantry, shares, “I talked 
to a client who was feeling badly that she can’t have her children's friends over to play or for 
birthdays. In food-insecure families, play date invitations are difficult because there isn’t 
enough food or resources to share with visitors.” 

Prunty notes that seniors are also affected by summer schedule changes.  Grandparents often 
spend time with grandchildren during the summer, and “it can be difficult for seniors on a tight 
budget to afford to feed their grandchildren as they care for them.” In some cases, seniors only 
come to the Pantry in the summer when grandkids are around more often. 
 
During the school year, many local families depend on the school district’s food program for 
breakfast and lunch. And many youth eat snacks and dinner at the Boys & Girls Club. Versions 
of these programs are still available during the summer. 
 
Over the past four weeks of summer school, the Unified School District of Antigo has provided 
1,519 breakfasts and 2,265 lunch meals to children of all ages.  “Every day there are students 
that just made you smile or laugh with little blurbs of how their day has been going.” reports 
Sarah DuBore, the School Nutrition Director. 

Menus are based on the School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program “Offer 
VS Serve” meal requirements.  They include a variety of vegetable and fruit choices at the meals 
to encourage the children to try more. 

“I am very happy to see families bringing in their younger children to eat breakfast and lunch 
too!” add DeBore.   Afternoon snack is also provided to give the students a break and boost 
their energy to finish the day. 
Summer hunger is a recognized issue across the state.  The Hunger Relief Federation recently 
introduced their Summer Meals Map. Anyone in the state can learn where their closest summer 
meal site is by texting ‘food” to 877-877.   

“You’re encouraged to try this yourself to see what happens!” invites Natalie Czarkowski, Field 
Organizer. If you’d like to see all the sites, try texting or check out the full map 
at https://batchgeo.com/map/6e9629191e3ca6b658781f649fd5c9f7. 
 

https://batchgeo.com/map/6e9629191e3ca6b658781f649fd5c9f7


Next to the Unified School District of Antigo, the Boys & Girls Club of Langlade County is 
listed.  The entry includes the program’s dates of operation for food, which are June 10 through 
August 16, 2019, Monday through Friday.  Breakfast is served 7.45-8.45am and lunch is served 
11:00am to noon. Free meals are available to all children 18 years of age and under, and you do 
not need to be a member of the Boys and Girls Club to receive food.  

During the month of June, the Boys & Girls Club served 480 breakfasts, 1,800 lunches and 1350 
snacks. “We also have 5 monthly bus passes available for families to get their kids to the club for our 
meals. The Red Robin transit picks them up and drops them off. They do not need to be club members 

to take part in this either.” says Angel Zimmerman, Executive Director.   

For more information on the Boys & Girls Club food program, contact Hilary Messer-Franz at 
715-627-1389. For more information on the Unified School District of Antigo summer food 
program, contact Lisa Benishek at  (715) 623-7611 ext 2173. For more information on the 
Antigo Community Food Pantry, contact Rose Prunty at 715-623-1103. 
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