
Sixth Annual Thrivent Cans Hunger Food Drive! 

Imagine for a moment the 4-H Clover built completely out of cans of green beans, or a cabin emitting 

smoke with cereal boxes for roofing material, or a running shoe leaving hunger in the dust constructed 

out of a wide assortment of canned food, or Olaf from the movie Frozen formed out of rolls of toilet 

paper.   Imagine any of these and you can see what Langlade County 4-H groups, McCormick Klessig 

employees, Antigo School District students, and Langlade County staff created last year as part of the 

Thrivent Cans Hunger food drive. 

Why do these organizations participate in the event?  Julie Kubiaczyk, representing Calvary Lutheran and 

St. John's in Polar says, “No one should ever go hungry, so we want to help fill the shelves of the food 

pantry.” Jill Meverden from KerberRose CPA agrees.  “It is a great way to give back to the community 

and a fun way for our staff to join together for a great cause. We have fun coming up with a sculpture 

theme each year and are excited to see what others have created as well.  Participating in the project 

has stirred up some office creativity and has become one event we all look forward to each year.” 

For the past five years, the Pinnacle Team of Thrivent Financial has partnered with the Antigo 

Community Food Pantry to host Thrivent Cans Hunger, a friendly competition in which participants 

create structures out of food in hopes of winning the honor of Most Creative, Best Collaboration, Heavy 

Weight, or People’s Choice.  This event is the Pantry’s largest food drive of the year. Over the past five 

years, the drive has brought in more than 50,000 pounds of food.  That’s 25 tons! 

 

Jean Greening, Financial Consultant for Thrivent Financial, coordinates the drive and explains the 

motivation for supporting the community in such an important way. “Whether it’s the Food Pantry or 

the Boys & Girls Club or Mission Antigo or the many other things our Pinnacle Team of Thrivent Financial 

is involved in…..it’s great to work for an organization that gives so much back to the communities in 

which their advisors work and play.  This is who we are as a company and as financial advisors we strive 

to help our communities THRIVE.  The Food Pantry is a great addition to our community, and we’re 

proud to sponsor this successful event each year!” 

 

Participants in the past are as varied as the community. Heinzen Plumbing, Volm Bag, Builders Service, 

Lakewood Furniture, Inlanta Mortgage, Saratori Cheese, Langlade Ford, and Parsons of Antigo have all 

put their construction skills to good use for their community.  Great “can structures” have been built by 

the Boys and Girls Club, Peace Lutheran, United Methodist, and All Saints Catholic School.  In 2016, 

Northcentral Technical College creatively built a great big box of popcorn.  See this incredible structure 

and pictures of other past structures on the Antigo Food Pantry website (antigofoodpantry.com).  A new 

participant this year is the Antigo Veterinary Clinic.   

Costs of the event have been offset by cash donations from organizations like Tony’s Hot Rod and 

Schroeder’s Gifts.   WACD/WATK donates radio messaging and promotes the event on the Breakfast 

Club.   Thrivent Cans Hunger is truly an example of the community coming together to fight hunger. 



Lindsey Mueller, Community Outreach & Education Coordinator from CoVantage Credit Union, describes 

involvement by the Credit Union. “Our staff enjoys the challenge of creating a ‘can structure’ that allows 

us to give back in a meaningful, impactful way.” She continues proudly, “We have won the 

“heavyweight” title twice in the past. Our volunteers were excited about this honor as it meant more 

families would be fed.” 

Thrivent Cans Hunger Build Week is set for October 13-21 and judging will take place the week 

following.  The event concludes with all participants invited to an awards celebration on October 29.  

Those who cannot build can join the fun by viewing the structures on site at the participating 

organizations or by visiting the Pantry website to see pictures of the “can structures” built in our 

community.  While on the Pantry’s website they can take the time to support those involved by voting 

for the “People’s Choice” Award.  

There is still time to join the fun.  Mueller provides these encouraging words, “Join the party! When 

groups participate, the whole community wins!”  Participant information is available on the Pantry 

website, by calling the Pantry at 715-623-1103, or by calling Thrivent Financial at 715-623-5279.   

Thank you to everyone who builds, donates, and votes.  Your involvement makes a world of difference. 

Kubiaczyk points out what is most important, “Remember whether it’s a small or large structure or if it’s 

simple or complex; it’s helping to feed our community. The winners are the ones that use the food 

pantry. Let your creative juices flow and have fun!”   

 


