
Fresh from the Pantry – NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK April 15-21, 2018 Celebrate Service 

Visit the Antigo Community Food Pantry on any Wednesday and you will meet two wonderful, long-time volunteers who 

keep this distribution day lively and fun.  Mildred and Dale Goffin have been key volunteers at the Pantry since 2010 

when area churches came together to create a shared Pantry.  The Goffin’s leadership stems from years of dedication to 

compassionate generosity.   

When asked why she and Dale are so committed to the Pantry, Mildred replies, “We are simply carrying on the work of 

Dale’s grandparents, Frank and Vi Goffin,  and his Aunt Deirdre and Uncle GW Johnson, who worked tirelessly to help 

those in need connect with people who had the resources to help.”  Dale in his matter of fact way replies that, “We like 

to help people.” 

Mildred and Dale are two of the over 120 volunteers currently working to manage a food pantry that is welcoming and 

caring and serves approximately 200 different families every two weeks. The Weekend Backpack program (WEB) draws 

an additional 100 volunteers to fill over 270 backpacks. The Pantry and WEB volunteers work over 15,000 hours a year 

to carry out the mission of providing healthy food with compassion and respect.  Despite hard work and many hours of 

commitment, the volunteers describe their time at the pantry as enjoyable.  On a recent survey, they rated their 

experience at the Pantry as a 9.3 stating that the Antigo Community Food Pantry was a great place to volunteer!  The 

true enjoyment comes from working with fantastic individuals including other volunteers, clients, and community 

members.   

 

Volunteers like the work.  “It is all well organized and so when I arrive I know what my duties are. This makes it easy.”  

Through their work, volunteers recognize the value of each client, “I have been amazed at how great our clients are--so 

many have declined items in various sections to leave it for someone who really needs it.  They are so friendly. We enjoy 

all the volunteers and the clients. It is an enlightening experience to work together and rewarding.” A WEB volunteer 

commented, “I really love helping out and would be willing to do more.” 

 

Mildred and Dale have seen many changes in the Antigo Community Food Pantry since its inception. Mildred praises the 

vision of the early organizers who recognized that a community food pantry could better facilitate the distribution of 

donations.  The Pantry started service at Arlen’s downtown but outgrew that space, and volunteers took on the 

daunting task of moving the Pantry to the Aspirus Langlade Hospital Wellfit Building on Progress Blvd.  Today Mildred 

and Dale see the focus on providing healthy food alternatives to the clients as impacting the health of the whole 

community. 

Mildred cites the growing outreach efforts, the adherence to a nutrition policy, the commitment of volunteers, and the 

cooperation of the community as having created what auditors describe as a “model” pantry.  She explains that the 

Pantry creates awareness of and provides an important service to individuals that desperately need help.  “Volunteers 

make this happen all while meeting requirements of Feeding America and the guidelines set by the federal government 

for distributing food.” 

Truly, it is the volunteers that make the Pantry the great community organization it is today.  There are volunteers 

working every day of the week picking up food, organizing food, preparing for distribution, leading distribution, and 

cleaning after distribution.  So as the nation celebrates the work of volunteers during April, remember to thank a 

volunteer.  For as Mildred says, “Volunteers work and cooperate so willingly.  They put their needs second as they 

lovingly give to the community.”  On behalf of the clients and Board of the Antigo Community Food Pantry and WEB 

program, thank you volunteers!  

 


